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movements that were taking shape in the world. She
wanted naval and colonial power, and both these
were dependent upon maritime trade. A very
able finance minister* of Louis XIV attempted to
foster France's ambitions in that direction, lor this
purpose the collection of accurate information about
foreign countries was necessary, and French travel-
lers of the highest standing were able and willing
to render this service to their mother-land.
Bernier was not the only French traveller that
came out to India about that time. There was a
bYench jeweller called Tavernier, who has left us an
account of the wonderful Peacock Throne of the
If ughals, and of various diamonds of note, one of
which has been identified with the Koh-i-Nur. This
was the diamond which, after the British conquest
of the Pastjab, passed to the regalia of Imperial
Britain Another French jeweller who travelled to
India was Monsieur Chardin. He was a Protestant,
who performed two journeys to the East. He settled
down in England as a Court Jeweller, was knighted
by Charles JI as Sir John Chardin, and is buried in
Westminster Abbey, where British national heroes
find their lasting resting place. There were
also French artillery officers in Aurangzib's service.
These men met in India and exchanged notes about
what they saw. They also met the numerous Portu-
guese priests who were resident in Agra and Lahore.
They retailed a great deal of gossip and petty talk
often not free from spite. Some of it got incoroorated